IAEGC Meeting Minutes

August 21, 2003

Next Meeting:


November 20, 2003

9:00am-11:00 am

AIA Building

The meeting began at 9am on August 21, 2003 with opening remarks and introductions by Diana King, IAEGC Co-Chair.  The complete PowerPoint presentation and the meeting agenda are available on the IAEGC website: www.iaegc.gov 

1. Kim Deutsch, E-Grants PMO presented “Status Update” on Grants.gov. She presented the new Grants.gov logo and explained how E-Grants has been transitioned to Grants.gov. 
 

The Grants.gov’s Roadmap to October was outlined as follows:

· Test of the Edges, completed – focused on function and flow and identifying process issues

· Requirements Prototype, completed – focused on all of the above, look and feel, total system function and validation of requirements through Focus Group feedback.

· Apply Pilot, completed– details below

· Production Release, October 2003 – site will “go live” with full functionality

Ms. Deutsch discussed the success of the Apply Pilot.  20 Agencies participated and 36 applicants submitted 52 applications. She also described the applicant and agency activities during the pilot testing including set up. Applicants were able to find and download applications with instructions and submit the application package. Agency participants were able to retrieve submitted applications and assign tracking numbers.

Additionally, Ms. Deutsch announced the availability of the XML Reference materials on the Grants.gov site, www.grants.gov.

Q: Is PureEdge going to be ready at launch for Mac and Linux users?
A: Reply was from Rebecca Spitzgo, Grants.gov PMO. Mac users can use a windows interface and we are hoping PureEdge will work further to cater to Mac users. It should be working on Linux users now because we use Linux on Grants.gov currently. 


Q: CCR requires that an electronic business contact be named. Is grants.gov using that information?
A: Reply was from Rebecca Spitzgo, Yes, this person is designated as AOR and they are contacted and given the responsibility of setting up user roles. 

Q: Why did Charles Havekost, Grants.gov Program Manager, hold off on the FedGrants Announcement?  
A: Reply was from Katie Root, Grants.gov PMO. By October 1st it will be official so there will likely be an announcement at that time. Perhaps even October 30 due to the extended time period given to agencies to get their funding opportunities posted.

Q: Can Foreign Organizations apply for CCR numbers?
A: Reply was from Rebecca Spitzgo. I don’t think that is a problem. To apply for a grant electronically they will need a CCR number.

Q: Can an Agency query from the CCR list?
A: Any Government agency can use this function.

Q: How will registering be simplified in the future?

A: Reply was from Rebecca Spitzgo. It is a one-time process. Once you register you won’t have to do it again so there is no need to simplify for the future. 

Q: Will future IAEGC Stakeholder meetings be conducted as a “lessons learned” forum?

A: Reply was from Diana King. Yes, we will alternate meetings between IAEGC and Grants.gov Stakeholders to get different perspectives. 

2. Ellen Angus from the Logistics Management Institute discussed the report to Congress and OMB required under P.L. 106-107. She highlighted how the agencies worked together to develop the initial plan and how they have collaborated on reporting their individual and collective achievements to Congress and OMB in annual reports in 2002 and 2003.  This year’s progress report was created by an interagency team, under HHS leadership, representing the P.L. 106-107 work groups and the Grants.gov PMO with a schedule that allows submission to Congress by 8/31/03.  The report highlights May 2002 to 2003 achievements and progress and emphasizes pre-award changes expected to be implemented beginning in FY04.  Additions to this year’s report included the DUNS number and Title 2. Finally she added that some decisions or actions are too late for inclusion this year including several 2003 FR notices.

Q: Did you get comments back from Congress on last year’s report?
A: No direct feedback on the report. 

Q: What is the status of the consolidated assurances issue?
A: Not going into this phase of Grants.gov as proposed; might be ready by February. 
    Reply was from Rebecca Spitzgo: We are going to look for some “Quick Wins” to
    identify some assurances we can implement in the short term. 

3. Terry Nicolosi, Grants.gov PMO, discussed the Grants.gov Program Management Status beginning with a PMO Governance map during which she emphasized the need for new detailees to self nominate. Three of four members of the Grants.gov PMO have completed their detail so there is a need to have energetic people ready to step in for a great experience working on the Grants.gov initiative.

Terry highlighted the performance and schedule activities performed by the Grants.gov PMO and listed the documents posted on the website to help agencies prepare for the October Launch.  Along those lines she described the ongoing effort of the Outreach team to incorporate all feedback and to provide customer support for the agencies and for the Apply Pilot users. She encouraged the IAEGC to visit the Grants.gov website and to take advantage of the communication tools provided by Grants.gov i.e. Grants.gov Fact Sheets, etc. as they communicate the goals and accomplishments of Grants.gov.

Ms. Nicolosi highlighted the OMB 300 Phase II Algorithm which includes all 26 grant-making agencies and listed Phase II Milestones including expanding the usage and availability of additional types of applications through Grants.gov and more.

4. Brad Stanford, IAEGC Co-Chair, discussed the progress made with the R&R committee in developing the cross-agency Research Data Set. The following milestones were presented:

·  5/28/03 - Released Data Set for Agency Comment

·  6/20/03 – Agency Comments were Due

·  6/26/03 – Agency comments were reviewed  (122+ comments from 4 agencies and Grants.gov)

·  7/18/03 – Submitted revised set with proposed Federal Register text to Grants.gov & OMB

· 8/1/03 – Request for agency participation in developing forms & instructions

· 8/8/03 – Received responses from six agencies and Grants.gov


Going forward, the group plans to create the actual “look” of the forms. Seven agencies and grants.gov will meet in September to work on the forms and the instructions. 

Q: Will the Social Security Number be in the form?
A: Yes, it needs a space in the form but it is up to individual agencies to ask for it.

Q: Will PureEdge be able to use these forms?
A: That is the goal. We are meeting with PureEdge to work it all out. 

5. Finally, Diana King spoke briefly on the OMB highlights. She said that OMB published additional elements for the SF-424 that includes: email, DUNS number, fax, country-code, and one additionally type for non-profit.  This is in process for approval from OMB. There will be an overlap of the old 424 and the new version. OMB expects to clear these revisions to the current SF-424 for 18-month usage. The revised form will not include the proposed revisions to a single sign-off for assurance. That policy is still under development. OMB expects future revisions to the SF-424 will be undertaken to address other comments over the next 18 months. 

Q: Who references the Faith Based survey? The White House is trying to find out haw many people are applying for Faith Based opportunities. 
A: Reply was from Rebecca Spitzgo: Send me the information; maybe we can make it a form for all agencies to access on Grants.gov.


Diana King concluded the meeting with a reminder that the next IAEGC Quarterly meeting will be on November 20th, 2003 and the next State & Local meeting will be on October 16th, 2003. Also, the 2004 calendar will be posted soon. 
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