Interstate  & Non-Profit Advisory Group (INAG)  

Meeting Minutes

January 15, 2004

I. Welcome and Introductions: 

Luisa Montero, INAG Co-Chair, began the meeting. The distributed Agenda was used as a starting point for the discussion. The topics included: status of Linking GRANTS.GOV “Find” to State Funding Opportunities, update on Uniform Guidelines Project (Uniform Data Elements and Cost Allocation Methods), D&B (DUNS) Number – Next Steps, and supporting States through federal outreach efforts

II. Status of Linking GRANTS.GOV “Find” to State Funding Opportunities

Katie Root, Grants.gov Outreach Lead began with an update on how the DC government is doing with this subject. They have been getting calls from other states that are interested in the opportunities DC government is posting. She has the Grants.gov customer service handling these calls. Texas and Kentucky are not far behind in terms of posting grant opportunities to Find. 

Q: How are you reaching out to foundations?

A: Ms. Root began by asking everyone in the room to please spread the word. She was at the FDP Meeting last week and met with the National Heart Association who is now working with Grants.gov. 

Q: Will State and Local be separate eventually? (When searching for grant opportunities)

A: We are currently testing and agree there should be a filter to separate those areas for users. Currently we can give you a “button” that you can place on your website to help filter opportunities for your users. It will draw just the opportunities you designate.  

III. Dun and Bradstreet (DUNS) Number 

Ms. Montero explained some of the background on this project including the meeting many members attended with the D&B representatives who explained the process. The result of the meeting was that D&B would expand the number of customer service people helping Grants.gov customers. 

Q: The information is not being disseminated far enough. There is a roadblock. The Agencies just tell our State was told to have a DUNS number but we don’t know why. 

A. (Katie Root) We will work with the Agency Point of Contacts to pass the word with more information. 

Ms. Montero gave the contact information for Dun and Bradstreet for States to call and start getting organized: John Greaney 703.807.5063, greaneyj@dnb.com
The toll free Federal Applicant number is 1-866.705.5711

Next Steps are to set up a meeting with Beth Phillips (took over for Sandra Swab as the Grants.gov contact for OMB) and work with Kamela White to get the OMB members who are new to this involved in these efforts. 

Suggestion: Ask D&B to do an annual check where they send out the “tree” to the point of contact. This will help with maintenance going forward.

IV. Supporting States through Federal Outreach Efforts 

Ms. Root asked for help to sell States on the benefits of Grants.gov by asking Grants.gov team members to speak at conferences/events. The travel budget is expected to be larger in 2004 so more of the Grants.gov team can travel to speaking engagements.

Q: Have you had Media Outreach? 

A: Yes, we had a formal announcement of Grants.gov with the Secretary Tommy Thompson speaking. There was some coverage from this event.

V. Update on Uniform Guidelines Project's State Policy, Uniform Data Elements and Cost Allocation Methods

Bill Levis asked if there were any questions on the status of this project. There were  none because this topic was addressed in the IAEGC S&L meeting just hours beforehand. To read about this, download the minutes for the IAEGC S&L meeting from www.iaegc.gov. 
Meeting Adjourned 

