INTERSTATE & NON-PROFIT ADVISORY GROUP

(INAG/IAEGC) MEETING

 

Meeting Minutes

June 19, 2003

 

Next Interstate & Non-Profit Advisory Group Meeting

· October 16, 2003 

 

 

I.
Welcome and Introductions: 


The regular meeting of the Interstate & Non-Profit Advisory Group (INAG) was called to order at 1:18 P.M. on June 19, 2003, by Ms. Luisa Montero, Executive Office of the Mayor, District of Columbia Government. Ms. Montero welcomed the group and other participants.

 

Following the welcome, Ms. Montero introduced the presenters and provided the audience an opportunity to introduce themselves.

 

II.
Linking Grants.gov “Find” to State Funding Opportunities

Mr. Bill Levis, National Center for Charitable Statistics (NCCS), The Urban Institute, began the discussion, “By the end of the year, all federal grants will be posted on a single system, which should co-exist with state & local grant systems.”  He stated how we now have set a goal with the “eFind” functionality such that state & local governments maintain the same data elements as the federal government.  

Mr. Charles Havekost, Grants.gov Program Manager, told the group that it would be ideal if states began using eFind, or fedgrants.gov, to test how the system will work for states.  States can simply copy and paste grant application descriptions and information into fedgrants.gov.  This will enable states to see how the data elements might work for them.  The state & local governments testing will allow for all levels of government to make sure the system caters to all levels of government.  There is a user manual and the system is very user-friendly, it takes about 5 minutes to complete.

Fedgrants.gov has over 500 grant announcements posted. Ms. Katie Root, Grants.gov PMO, will provide a generic username and password so that the group can test the system.  Ms. Root will send the website information and password to those who attended the meeting.

Ms. Sandy Swab, OMB, raised the point that a CFDA number is required to post an opportunity, which states do not have.  She recommends that the group go to GSA and have them create a generic CFDA for states to use during the pilot.  Ms. Swab will spearhead this effort and talk to GSA about setting up numbers for the states.

Mr. Levis raised the suggestion that an INAG taskforce could be created to work on states and foundations posting to fedgrants.gov.  Mr. Levis would like to coordinate a campaign in every state to spearhead states posting their grant opportunities. “Promulgating eFind across the Country.”  Mr. Havekost suggested thinking through how usernames and passwords are disseminated before beginning this effort.

The taskforce will include Mr. Levis, Ms. Denise Francis, State of Texas, Ms. Montero, and Ms. Root.  The states were also interested in this effort and it was recommended that Ms. Shirley McCormick, State of Pennsylvania, Mr. Ron Cook, State of Kentucky, and Ms. Linda Janey, State of Maryland be involved.  Ms. Kay Guinane, OMBWatch, and Jerry Kappel, The Urban Institute, were also mentioned.

 

III.
Financing State and Local eGrants Systems 

Mr. Jay Marshall, from the National Criminal Justice Association discussed the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs (OJP) and how important it was to bring several funding resources together to fund a project.  In order to trim down costs for the OJP system, OJP placed a cap on funding and helped project implementers keep a timeline.

Ms. Swab discussed how OJP was somewhat unique in how it dispersed funds.  The program “goes down to such a low level, it’s very compelling.”  Ms. Swab would like to use this as a model.  She recommends gathering agencies together to talk, at the program level.  This model could be used by program managers across the country.  

Mr. Marshall is happy to share program information to build this model for others to glean from.

Mr. Levis recommended developing a case study to determine the common data elements across the states and how to reimburse states for funds used to create E-Grant systems.  He would like to bring this to “the Forman level.”

Ms. Swab agreed and a new task force including Mr. Levis, Mr. Marshall, and Ms. Swab will be formed to explore this.

IV.
Adopting Federal Data Standards at State and Local Levels 

Mr. Levis asked about the data dictionary that the Grants.gov team is developing.  He would like to review this dictionary to review these new taxonomies.

Ms. Diana King, Grants.gov PMO, let the group know that a data dictionary is under development and is currently 80 pages long.  This data dictionary, or XML (extensible markup language) schema, will enable users to map their own data elements to this schema for ease when transferring data from grant applications to an agency’s system.  Additionally, when a user is applying for a grant, he may use XML to transfer common data elements across multiple grant applications.  The cover page of a grant application is where the common elements are derived and each data element will have a standard naming convention.   These common data elements will also become reusable in reporting functions as well.  This schema will work with federal, state, and non-profit programs such that to maintain similar data standards, a user needs to only link to the system not rebuild their system. On June 30, 2003, an integration toolkit will be created to assist organizations with the XML schema.  Users may email Ms. King for the schema.

Additionally, there is a research and related data set that includes a few different data elements defined.  By early July, this schema will also be defined.

Mr. Tony Cavataio, U.S. Department of Education and Co-Chair of the State, Local, Non-Profit & Other Subcommittee, recommended that the group review two sections of a document concerning this subject:  “Government on the Brink,” Attachment D and Section “How programs are used with the federal enterprise framework.”

Mr. Gregory Glavaris, State of Maryland, will review the Grants.gov XML schema.

Ms. King closed this topic with the statement that “Grants.gov will also be system to system friendly creating commonality with XML and core data.”

 

V.
Connecting INAG with Groups to Keep Momentum Going 

Ms. King discussed the importance INAG has in the Grants.gov outreach efforts.  As a channel partner, a partner who is an umbrella organization for the grant community, namely state, county, and local government, non-profits, etc., INAG can help Grants.gov deliver key messages about Grants.gov and how to use the program, including benefits and instructions.  The group asked the Outreach Coordinator for Grants.gov, Ms. Root, for a list of Grants.gov current channel partners to see where INAG may be able to fill gaps and help Grants.gov disseminate its message.  

Ms. Root will send this list to Ms. Guinane, Ms. Abby Levine, National Council of Nonprofit Associations, Mr. Levis, and Ms. Montero.

Ms. Guinane then offered to establish an email list for INAG to better communicate and announce meetings and minutes.  This list would be housed by OMBWatch and would offer two-way communication.

Mr. Jack Gallt, NASCIO, Mr. Marshall, and Mr. Jerry Kappel, The Urban Institute, will help contact the National Governor’s Association (NGA). The group felt it was critical to strategize with NGA.  Mr. Kappel will contact Mark Warner.  It was also recommended that the group contact the NCSL.  A one pager should be written to describe how INAG can better cultivate this audience.  This document should be written by the July 24th NCSL conference in San Francisco.  Initial draft is due the second week of July.  Mr. Levis will take the lead in writing this statement, which may be used across other groups in addition to NGA.

 

VI.
Other

It was recommended that a monthly conference call be set for the group.  Members will determine which day and time will work best and the Grants.gov team will be in charge of coordinating this call. 

Adjournment

Ms. Montero once again thanked the presenters for their time.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:50 P.M (Eastern Standard Time). 
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